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(57) ABSTRACT 

Apparatus and a method are disclosed for operating a data 
processing system that is coupled to a data communications 
network. The method includes a first step of storing a 
plurality of Bookmarks, individual ones of which refer to 
one of a plurality of data communications network sites, 
wherein each of the plurality of data network communica- 
tions network sites provides a similar type of information. A 
second step designates one of the plurality of Bookmarks as 
a currently active Bookmark based on at least one criterion. 
In one embodiment the step of designating is executed in 
response to a user selecting a Multiplexed Bookmark that 
comprises the plurality of Bookmarks, while in another 
embodiment the step of designating is executed periodically. 
The at least one criterion can be, by example, a time of day, 
a location of the data processing system, or a bandwidth of 
a data communications link between the data processing 
system and the data communications network. In another 
aspect this invention teaches apparatus and a method for 
operating a World Wide Web (WWW) Server of a type that 
maintains WWW pages, at least some of which contain at 
least one Hyperlink. A first step receives a request for a 
particular Hyperlink, and a second step formats a response 
to the request for the particular Hyperlink in accordance 
with at least one criterion that is associated with a requestor 
of the Hyperlink. In this case the at least one criterion can 
be a time of day at a location of the requestor, a location of 
the requestor, or a bandwidth of a data communications link 
between the requestor and the data communications net- 
work. 

41 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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DYNAMIC MULTIPLEXING OF 
HYPERLINKS AND BOOKMARKS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to data communications 
systems and networks and, in particular, to interactions 
between client computers and world wide web (WWW) 
servers that provide web pages. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

It is known that those types of web pages that are 
periodically updated in the world wide web, such as news 
pages, weather pages, traffic reports, etc., can be updated at 
different times of the day. For example, a weather report on 
web page A at a first server may be updated at 3 p.m., while 
a weather report on web page B at a second server may be 
updated at 6 p.m. In another example stock quotes may be 
updated at 10:28 a.m. at one site and at 10:34 a.m. at another 
site. This implies that at a given time of day certain Hyper- 
links are more up to date and, thus, more useful than other 
Hyperlinks. In like manner the location of, and the band- 
width (e.g., bits/sec) of, the user's connection may also 
change the relative usefulness of Hyperlinks. It can be thus 
realized that the relative usefulness of a user's Bookmarks 
can also vary with the time of day (TOD), user's location 
(L), and user's link bandwidth (LBW). 

A given Hyperlink will include a Uniform Resource 
Locator (URL) that is a specification of the location of a link 
(a synonym for Hyperlink). In general, a URL specifies the 
protocol (http:// for a web page), site name, path and file 
name to a resource. 

Bookmarks are well known to those that access the 
Internet, as they are provided by web browsers as a shortcut 
route to user-selected web pages. In general, a user can 
specify that a certain web page be placed in the Bookmarks 
file. When this occurs the web browser stores the network 
address of the web page in association with a descriptive text 
string. If the user subsequently clicks on a certain 
Bookmark, the web page associated with the stored network 
address is automatically accessed. 

One problem present in existing web browsers is that 
Bookmarks and Hyperlinks are static, and thus ignore the 
effects of time of day, location and link bandwidth. This triad 
of user information (TOD, L, LBW) can be referred to for 
the purposes of this invention as a User Information Triad 
(UUT). 

At the web server end of the connection, and in accor- 
dance with one known technique, the contents of a web page 
can be modified in accordance with a manually entered zip 
code. 

It is also known that a user may write a special program 
to recreate his Bookmarks folder based on time, location, 
and link bandwidth. However, it is unrealistic in most cases 
to require users of the WWW to write a program to update 
their Bookmarks. As such, a need exists for simple, unified 
and consistent way to program Bookmarks. 

Current web browsers allow some reconfiguration to 
match the user's link bandwidth. This is currently limited to 
turning off images and using text-based web pages. 
However, this existing capability is not configurable on a per 
web page basis, and thus is less useful than it appears. 

Other solutions, such as one known as WebExpress™, 
send differential data to the browser. This is useful in some 
cases, e.g., a form accepting a stock symbol can be cached 
and only the varying stock symbol need be exchanged. 
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At present, no direct solutions that are known to the 
inventor adapt Hyperlinks and Bookmarks based on the 
user's location. For example, if a user is in California and the 
local time is 8 p.m., he may wish to download a driver for 
5 a graphics card from a web server in New York, where the 
local time is 11 p.m. and the network loading is presumably 
lower. 

The recent development of the Dynamic Hypertext 
Markup Language (HTML), while a significant improve- 

10 ment over HTML 3.2, does not address the above issues. 
Reference in this regard may be had to the following 
documents: "HTML 3.2 Reference Specification, W3C 
Recommendations", D. Raggett, Jan. 14, 1997; and 
"Dynamic HTML: The Next Generation of User Interface 

15 Design Using HTML", Microsoft Corporation, February 
1997. 

OBJECTS AND ADVANTAGES OF THE 
INVENTION 

20 

It is an object and advantage of this invention to simplify 
navigation of the world wide web based on one or more of 
the current time, the location of the user, and the available 
bandwidth. 

25 It is a further object and advantage of this invention to 
provide a method and apparatus for dynamically reconfig- 
uring Hyperlinks and Bookmarks. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

30 The foregoing and other problems are overcome and the 
objects of the invention are realized by methods and appa- 
ratus in accordance with embodiments of this invention. 
In one aspect this invention teaches apparatus and a 

35 method for operating a data processing system that is 
coupled to a data communications network. The method 
includes a first step of storing a plurality of Bookmarks, 
individual ones of which refer to one of a plurality of data 
communications network sites, wherein each of the plurality 

4Q of data network communications network sites provides a 
similar type of information. A second step of the method 
designates one of the plurality of Bookmarks as a currently 
active Bookmark based on at least one criterion. In one 
embodiment the step of designating is executed in response 

45 to a user selecting a multiplexed Bookmark that comprises 
the plurality of Bookmarks, while in another embodiment 
the step of designating is executed periodically during the 
operation of the data processing system. In a presently 
preferred embodiment of this invention the individual ones 

5Q of the data communications network sites are each com- 
prised a World Wide Web Server. 

The at least one criterion can be a time of day, a location 
of the data processing system, or a bandwidth of a data 
communications link between the data processing system 

55 and the data communications network. 

The step of designating includes an initial step of oper- 
ating an n-dimensional scheduler for specifying individual 
ones of the Bookmarks in association with the at least one 
criterion. 

60 In another aspect this invention teaches apparatus and a 
method for operating a World Wide Web (WWW) Server of 
a type that maintains WWW pages, at least some of which 
contain at least one Hyperlink. A first step of the method 
receives a request for a particular Hyperlink, and a second 

65 step formats a response to the request for the particular 
Hyperlink in accordance with at least one criterion that is 
associated with a requestor of the Hyperlink. In this case the 
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at least one criterion can be a time of day at a location of the 
requestor, a location of the requestor, or a bandwidth of a 
data communications link between the requestor and the 
data communications network. 

The step of receiving a request also includes a step of 5 
receiving information that is descriptive of the at least one 
criterion. In one embodiment a HTTP Request format is 
modified to include information that is descriptive of at least 
one of a time of day at the requestor, a location of the 
requestor, or a bandwidth of a data communications link ]0 
between the requestor and the data communications net- 
work. In another embodiment the network address of the 
requestor is received with the request and is used to derive 
at least one of the location or time of day of the requestor. 
In either embodiment, the step of formatting the response to ]5 
the request for the particular Hyperlink formats the response 
in accordance with the received information. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
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35 



The above set forth and other features of the invention are 
made more apparent in the ensuing Detailed Description of 
the Invention when read in conjunction with the attached 
Drawings, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a data communications 1S 
network and system that is constructed and operated in 
accordance with this invention, the system including a client 
personal computer (PC), a network, and a web server; 

FIG. 2 illustrates two exemplary multiplexed Bookmarks 
in accordance with this invention; 30 

FIG. 3A illustrates a first exemplary Bookmark schedule 
that is based on time and a first user bandwidth; 

FIG. 3B illustrates a second exemplary Bookmark sched- 
ule based on time and a second user bandwidth; 

FIG. 4 illustrates a selection of a Bookmark based on user 
location; 

FIG. 5 is a logic flow diagram that illustrates a method 
executed by the client PC for selecting from scheduled 
Bookmarks; 40 

FIG. 6 is a logic flow diagram that illustrates a method 
executed by the client PC for selecting a Bookmark using a 
user's location as input; 

FIG. 7 is a logic flow diagram that illustrates a method 
executed by the client PC for selecting from multiplexed 45 
Bookmarks; 

FIGS. 8 A and 8B are each an example of a method 
executed by the web server for selecting a Hyperlink defi- 
nition based on a user's location; 

FIG. 9 is a logic flow diagram that illustrates a method 
executed by the web server to employ a client PC's link 
bandwidth to format a web page; 

FIG. 10 is a logic flow diagram that illustrates a method 
executed by the web server to employ a local time at a client 55 
PC location as input for formatting a web page; 

FIG. 11 is a logic flow diagram that illustrates a method 
executed by the web server to use a client PC's location to 
customize a web page; and 

FIG. 12 is a conceptual illustration of a three dimensional 60 
Bookmark scheduler in accordance with an aspect of this 
invention. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Reference is made to FIG. 1 for illustrating a data 
communications network and system 10 that is constructed 
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and operated in accordance with the teaching of this inven- 
tion. A workstation or personal computer, referred to herein 
as a client (PC) 12, is configured to have a display 14 and 
an input device, such as a pointing device 16 A and/or a 
keyboard 16B. The client PC 12 runs under the control of 
software, and includes a Web Browser 18. The Web Browser 
18, for the purposes of this invention, is assumed to be client 
PC program for accessing and rendering WWW documents 
in HTML. The Web Browser 18 is connected through a 
wired or wireless interface, such as a dial up modem 20, to 
a local telephone line, thereby providing a dial up connec- 
tion 22. By example only, the modem 20 may operate at a 
speed of 28.8 kbps. Through the use of the Web Browser 18, 
display 14, and pointing device 16B the user is enabled to 
access World Wide Web (WWW) sites and pages, download 
desired WWW pages, and click on Hyperlinks contained in 
downloaded web pages to gain access to desired informa- 
tion. As was described earlier, a given Hyperlink will 
include a Uniform Resource Locator (URL) that is a speci- 
fication of the location of a link (a synonym for Hyperlink). 
In general, a URL specifies the protocol (http:// for a web 
page), site name, path and file name to a resource. Several 
such URLs can be stored in a memory of the PC 12. 

In FIG. 1 the Web Browser 18 is shown as being inter- 
faced to at least one Intermediate Server 26, which may or 
may not be the user's local Internet service provider, through 
the dial up connection 22 having a data transfer capability 
of, typically, some tens of kilobits per second. The Interme- 
diate Server 26 is connected, in turn, to the Internet 28 
through a significantly higher speed connection, which may 
be a fiber optic packet data connection having a data transfer 
capability of some number of megabits per second. The use 
of the Intermediate Server 26 is not required for the opera- 
tion of this invention, as a direct network connection may be 
employed, as may also a network access through a proxy 
server. 

Also connected to the Internet 28 are a plurality of Web 
Servers 30, only one of which is illustrated. A given Web 
Server 30 stores or has access to information of interest, 
such as weather information, financial information, graphi- 
cal information, etc. A plurality of Web Servers 30 may each 
provide a similar type of information. By example, a large 
number of Web Servers 30 may each provide stock market 
quotations, while a number of others may each provide 
weather information. 

In order to quickly access a given Web Server 30 (i.e., a 7 
desired WWW site), the PC 12 also stores a plurality of 
Bookmarks 24 (BM 0-BM n). For the purposes of this 
invention a set of Bookmarks is essentially a list of selected 
URLs that are saved locally for quick access from the Web 
Browser 18. 

In accordance with this invention the Web Browser 18 is, 
modified, or another program or software entity is employed; 
(a Bookmark Multiplexer 21 (MUX)) in conjunction with 
the Web Server 18, to provide Multiplexed Bookmarks. 
Related to this feature, the PC 12 includes at least one of a 
time of day (TOD) clock 12A, an indication of a location 
(LOC) 12B of the PC 12 (either a user-inputted location or 
a location obtained from some other means, such as a Global 
Positioning System (GPS) interface), and an indication of 
the connection bandwidth (BW) 12C. Further in accordance 
with this invention the client PC 12 includes a software 
entity referred to as a Bookmark scheduler 19 (described in 
detail below). 

Further in accordance with this invention the Web Server 
30 may include a plurality of WWW pages 32 (WPO-WPn), 



05/20/2004, EAST version: 1.4.1 



US 6,182,113 Bl 



a Web Page Processor 34, and indications of the TOD 30A 
(locally and/or at a given user's location), a given user's 
location 30B (UL), and a given users 's connection band- 
width 30C (UBW). 

Having described the overall architecture of the system 5 
10, a description will now be made of several important 
aspects of this invention. A first aspect of this invention, 
which mainly concerns the client PC 12, is directed towards 
the multiplexing of Bookmarks. A second aspect of this 
invention, which mainly concerns the Web Browser 30, is 10 
directed towards extending Hyperlinks such that the Hyper- 
links can be multiplexed. 
Multiplexing Bookmarks 

Referring to FIG. 2, in accordance with this aspect of the 
invention those links that point to alternative sources for 15 
similar information, e.g., weather source A, weather source 
B, . . . , weather source n, or brokerage A, brokerage B, . . . , 
brokerage n, are grouped together into one Bookmark 24 
(e.g., 'Sveather", "stocks") which is referred to as a Multi- 
plexed Bookmark 24A. For each of the links within a given 20 
Multiplexed Bookmark 24A, a time window for which the 
link has the most up to date information is specified by the 
user through an interface that is similar to a calendar 
scheduler. This interface is embodied in the Bookmark 
scheduler 19 shown in FIG. 1. 25 

The Bookmark scheduler 19 allows the user to enter and 
define periodic events. The Bookmark scheduler 19 may 
also automatically infer certain information when the links 
contain meta-data, as allowed in HTML 3,2, for specifying 
a web page update schedule. 30 

Meta-data refers to a conventional HTML tag used in the 
Head area of a document to specify further information 
about the document, either for the local server, or for a 
remote browser. The Meta element is used within the Head 
element to embed document meta-information not defined 35 
by other HTML elements. Such information can be extracted 
by servers/clients for use in identifying, indexing, and 
cataloging specialized document meta-information. In 
addition, HTTP servers can read the contents of the docu- 
ment head to generate response headers corresponding to 40 
any elements defining a value for an attribute HlTP-EQUIV. 
The use of the meta element thus is also specified to provide 
document authors with a mechanism for identifying infor- 
mation that should be included in response headers of a 
HTTP Request. 45 

In accordance with this invention, when the user wishes 
to retrieve, by example, a weather forecast, indicated by the 
user clicking on or otherwise specifying the "weather" 
Multiplexed Bookmark 24A, the Bookmark multiplexer 21 
selects the most appropriate link by comparing the present 50 
time from the TOD 12A with the predetermined schedule 
stored in the scheduler 19. When identifying the most 
appropriate link that particular link or Bookmark 24 is 
selected and its associated URL is employed to access the 
corresponding Web Server 30. 55 

In a further embodiment of the invention the meta-data 
from each Bookmark 24 in the Multiplexed Bookmark 24A 
is examined to determine which Bookmark 24 is associated 
with the most recently updated information, and the identi- 
fied link is fetched. The meta-data can be examined peri- 60 
odically in an automatic fashion to maintain a currently 
active Bookmark 24, or at the time that the Multiplexed 
Bookmark 24A is selected by the user. 

The Multiplexed Bookmarks 24Amay also be configured 
by bandwidth considerations. For example, and referring to 65 
FIG. 3A, if the user is accessing weather information when 
connected to the WWW through a relatively low bandwidth 



phone line, the user may configure the scheduler 19 to 
retrieve weather information from a WWW server 30 that 
gives a maximum information in a text format with a 
minimum bandwidth. However, when connected instead 
with a higher bandwidth link, such as a LAN connection as 
in FIG, 3B, the user may instead choose a WWW server 30 
that provides a higher bandwidth satellite image. With this 
invention, this type of Bookmark configuration is available 
on a per-page basis. 

In general, and referring to FIG. 12, the scheduler 19 can 
be considered to generate Multiplexed Bookmarks 24 A in 
the form of an n-dimensional construct having, by example, 
time of day on one axis, user link interface bandwidth 
(UBW) on another axis, and user location (L) on yet another 
axis. Other axes corresponding to, by example, the day of 
the week, Internet service provider, and/or type of encryp- 
tion supported, can also be employed. The end result is that 
a particular link or Bookmark 24 is selected based on one or 
more variables (e.g., TOD, UBW, L) that are resolved at the 
time the Multiplexed Bookmark 24 A is selected by the user, 
or that are resolved periodically so as to maintain a list of 
currently active links or Bookmarks 24. 

Referring to FIGS. 3 A and 3B for the case of a two 
dimensional scheduler 19 (TOD and UBW), and when 
operating on a lower bandwidth phone line connection, a 
particular weather source Bookmark 24 is selected as a 
function of the time of day from a set of weather source 
Bookmarks 24 that comprise the weather source Multi- 
plexed Bookmark 24A, while when operating on a higher 
bandwidth LAN connection a different weather source 
Bookmark 24 can be selected as a function of the time of 
day. The particular choice of the Bookmarks 24 can be made 
by the user based on a number of criteria. By example, the 
choice of the weather source B from noon until 4:30 p.m. 
can be made based on an anticipated amount of network 
loading during this time of day, and the selection of no 
graphical information can be made to avoid an expected 
longer download time. In addition, two separate Bookmarks 
24 corresponding to two different WWW pages for the 
weather source A can be specified, one having text and 
graphics, and one having text only. 

A user may also configure the scheduler 19 such that 
regardless of bandwidth, during certain periods (e.g., 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.) the user will receive succinct instead of verbose 
weather reports. 

Referring to FIG. 4, and in accordance with a user or GPS 
or some other inputted location (e.g., city or latitude and 
longitude) a weather Bookmark 24 is selected based on a 
closest major city to the user's inputted location. By 
example, if it is indicated that the user is located close to 
Dallas, a weather forecast for Dallas is selected from a 
weather source city list, as opposed to a weather forecast for 
Chicago or London. This location selection could be com- 
bined with the TOD and UBW criteria of FIGS. 3A and 3B. 
It is also within the scope of the invention to obtain the 
weather forecast from a web server 30 that is physically 
located closest to the user's indicated position. 

When the Web Browser 18 (or the multiplexer program 
21) is started, it determines the TOD 12A using the system 
clock, the connection bandwidth 12C (BW) from the modem 
20, and the location 12B (LOC) of the user (either interac- 
tively or by a GPS or similar aid), and then determines the 
currently active link for each Multiplexed Bookmark 24A. 
In a mobile PC an interactive program or a GPS-based 
reordering of active links may be performed. 

In one embodiment of this invention, and after some 
period of operation (e.g., every five minutes), the Web 
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Browser 18 or multiplexer 21 reevaluates the currently 
active links, based on, by example, TOD, BW, and LOC, and 7 
thereby maintains an updated set of active links. 7 

Alternatively, and referring to FIG. 5, if the user were to 
select the "weather" Multiplexed Bookmark 24 A, the Web 5 
Browser 18 or multiplexer 19 first makes a determination 
(Block A) if the selected Bookmark is multiplexed (not all 
bookmarks maintained by the client PC 12 need be 
multiplexed). If no, control passes to Block B to perform a 
regular Web Page access. If yes at Block A, control passes 
to Block C to access the scheduler 19 and to employ the 
user-specified criterion or criteria (e.g., TOD, or TOD and 
LOC, or TOD, LOC, and UBW) to select the active weather 
link or Bookmark 24. Control then passes to Block D to 
fetch the selected active link from the corresponding Web 
Server 30. 15 

As such, in one case the set of multiplexed active links is 
periodically and automatically updated, whereas in the other 
case the identity of the active link is determined or resolved 
at the time that the user selects the Multiplexed Bookmark 
24A. 20 

Referring to the further example shown in FIG. 6, if the 
user were to select the "weather" Multiplexed Bookmark 
24A the Web Browser 18 or multiplexer 19 first makes the 
determination (Block A) if the selected Bookmark is mul- 
tiplexed. If no, control passes to Block B to perform a 25 
regular Web Page access. If yes at Block A, control passes 
to Block C to feed the current location 12B of the client PC 
12 to the link selection engine (Web Browser 18 or Multi- 
plexer 21) and to select the link to fetch based on the current 
location. Control then passes to Block D to fetch the selected 30 
active link from the corresponding Web Server 30. 

FIG. 7 illustrates a method wherein the above-described 
me ta -data is used in selecting a link. At Block A the user 
selects a Bookmark and the Web Browser 18 or multiplexer 
19 first makes the determination if the selected Bookmark is 35 
a Multiplexed Bookmark 24A. If no, control passes to Block 
B to perform a regular Web Page access. If yes at Block A, 
control passes to Block C to gather from the HTML meta- 
data the last update time or some other reliability or security 
measure for each link in the selected Multiplexed Bookmark 40 
24A. At Block D the gathered meta-data for each link is 
sorted and a decision is made as to which link is the 
most-recently updated (in cooperation with the TOD 12A), 
or the most reliable, or the most secure (e.g., which link 
supports encryption, or which link supports a user-specified 45 
type of encryption). The size of the link could also be 
considered. For example, the meta-data may indicate that 
one link has a page size of 2 Mbytes, while another link has 
a page size of only 50 Kbytes. In this case the link having 
the smaller page size may be preferred and selected. At 50 
Block E the selected link is fetched from the corresponding 
Web Server 30. 

As should be apparent from the foregoing description, the 
teaching of this invention can be used for obtaining several 
types of real-time information, such as weather reports, 55 
stock quotes, traffic conditions, news reports, etc. An added 
advantage of Bookmark multiplexing is that it reduces 
screen clutter by reducing the number of displayed 
Bookmarks, an important consideration when using a data 
processing device with a small screen. That is, and by 60 
example, not all weather source Bookmarks 24 need be 
displayed to the user, but only the weather source Bookmark 
that has been determined (based on TOD, BW, LOC, etc.) to 
be the currently active weather source Bookmark 24. 
Multiplexing Hyperlinks 65 

A Hyperlink on a web page 32 that is maintained by the 
WWW server 30 may also be multiplexed. The active choice 



of one of a plurality of Hyperlinks can depend on at least one 
of the time of day, bandwidth, and location of the user, i.e., 
the above-described User Information Triad (UUT). The 
active choice is determined by executing a program on the 
WWW server 30, using the web page processor 34, when the 
Hyperlink is selected by the user of the PC 12. The time 
(TOD 30 A) at the Web Server 30 may also be used as a 
factor to periodically change the active Hyperlink. 

In general, the web page processor 34 is a data processor 
for formatting a response to a request for a particular 
Hyperlink in accordance with at least one criterion that is 
associated with a requestor of the Hyperlink. 

In one aspect this invention employs a modification to an 
existing HTTP Request protocol so as to include the UUT. 
That is, when the user clicks on a Hyperlink the resulting 
HTTP request sent from the Web Browser 18 is modified to 
encode all or some of the UUT information. 

Alternatively, it is within the scope of this invention to 
automatically obtain an indication of the user's location 
from the user's network address (e.g., an identification of the 
Intermediate Server 26, which may be associated with a 
local Internet provider). Based on the user's address the WP 
Processor 34 can perform a table lookup or some equivalent 
procedure to obtain an approximate location of the client PC 
12. Having obtained the approximate location of the client 
PC 12, the WP Processor 34 may then also determine, if 
desired, the TOD at the location of the client PC 12. In this 
case, and assuming that the BW 12C is not required by the 
Web Server 30, no modification to existing HTTP protocols 
may be required. This technique also does not require the 
user to manually enter any location specific information, 
such as a zip code, area code, or city name, as the required 
information is encoded automatically within the HTTP 
Request. 

In accordance with a further aspect of this invention, 
default selections in a form could also make use of this 
information. An example is a weather report form that 
automatically lists California as the default state for weather 
reports if the user accessing the form is determined to be 
located in California. Other default location -related selec- 
tions that could be automatically filled in by the WP Pro- 
cessor 34 include the user's area code, zip code, etc. Such 
defaults could be useful in devices where scrolling across a 
long list is cumbersome. 

Further by example, a link that allows a download of 
software may automatically point to a Web Server 30 that is 
geographically closest to the user. 

Referring also to FIG. 11, at Block A a determination is 
made if the location (UL 30B) of the client PC 12 is known 
by the WP Processor 34. If no, control passes to Block B to 
provide conventional web page service. If yes at Block A, 
control passes to Block C where the UL30B is employed to 
customize the Hyperlink information. By example, if the UL 
30B indicates that the client PC 12 is located in New York 
state, the information is displayed at Block D to the user with 
a default list of cities in New York state from which the user 
may obtain weather information (see FIG. 8A). If the user 
UL30B instead indicates California, then the information is 
instead customized to and displayed at Block D to the user 
with a default list of cities in California from which the user 
may obtain weather information (see FIG, 8B). 

Further by example, assume that a displayed WWW page 
describes a product or service and includes a Hyperlink 
"Local Representatives", The user of the client PC 12 clicks 
on this Hyperlink and a HTTP Request is formatted and 
transmitted to the Web Server 30. Based on the UL 30B, 
which is transmitted with the HTTP Request or otherwise 



05/20/2004, EAST version: 1.4.1 



US 6,182,113 Bl 



10 



automatically determined by the Web Server 30, as 
described above, the response is formatted to include a list 
of representatives that are within some predetermined dis- 
tance from the location of the client PC 12. In this manner 
a user in Tokyo would receive a list of representatives in the 5 
Tokyo area, while a user in Paris would receive a list of 
representatives in Paris, or elsewhere if Europe in there is no 
representative in the vicinity of Paris. 

Also by example, a user with a low bandwidth link may 
be pointed to web pages 32 with fewer graphical images than 10 
a user having a higher bandwidth link. 

In this regard, and referring to FIG. 9, at Block A a 
determination is made if the bandwidth 12 C of the client PC 
12 is known by the WP Processor 34. If no, control passes 
to Block B to provide conventional web page service. If yes 15 
at Block A, control passes to Block C where, if the BW 12C 
is low (i.e., below some predetermined BW threshold) a 
condensed version (e.g., no graphics) of the requested web 
page 32 is formatted, else the requested web page 32 is 
formatted to include more information. At Block D the 2 o 
formatted web page is transmitted to the client PC 12. 

Further by example, and referring to FIG. 10, at Block A 
a determination is made if the TOD 12A at the client PC 12 
is known by the WP Processor 34. If no, control passes to 
Block B to provide conventional web page service. If yes at 2 $ 
Block A, control passes to Block C where, by example, a 
check is made to determine if the client PC 12 is authorized 
to receive the information at the current TOD. By example, 
certain information may only be available between the hours 
of 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. If the TOD at the client PC 12 is 30 
determined to be within the allowed time window, then 
control passes to Block D to send the requested web page 32, 
else the request is refused. 

As was made evident above, other parameters, in addition 
to time, location, and link bandwidth, can be used to control 35 
the Bookmark and Hyperlink multiplexers of this invention. 

While the invention has been particularly shown and 
described with respect to preferred embodiments thereof, it 
will be understood by those skilled in the art that changes in 
form and details may be made therein without departing 40 
from the scope and spirit of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method for operating a data processing system that is 
coupled to a data communications network, comprising the 
steps of: 45 

storing a plurality of Bookmarks individual ones of which 
refer to one of a plurality of data communications 
network sites, each of the plurality of data network 
communications network sites providing a similar type 
of information; and 50 

designating one of the plurality of Bookmarks as a 
currently active Bookmark based on at least one crite- 
rion specified in accordance with at least one of a 
plurality of variables associated with the data process- 
ing system. 55 

2. A method as in claim 1, wherein the step of designating 
is executed in response to a user selecting a multiplexed 
Bookmark that comprises the plurality of Bookmarks. 

3. A method as in claim 1, wherein the step of designating 

is executed periodically during the operation of the data 60 
processing system. 

4. A method as in claim 1, wherein the at least one 
criterion is a time of day. 

5. A method as in claim 1, wherein the at least one 
criterion is a location of the data processing system. 65 

6. A method as in claim 1, wherein the at least one 
criterion is a bandwidth of a data communications link 



between the data processing system and the data communi- 
cations network. 

7. A method as in claim 1, wherein the at least one 
criterion is expressed as meta-data. 

8. A method as in claim 1, wherein the step of designating 
includes an initial step of operating an n-dimensional sched- 
uler for specifying individual ones of said Bookmarks in 
association with said at least one criterion. 

9. A method as in claim 1, wherein the step of designating 
includes an initial step of operating an n-dimensional sched- 
uler for associating individual ones of said Bookmarks with 
at least one of a time of day, a location of the data processing 
system, or a bandwidth of a data communications link 
between the data processing system and the data communi- 
cations network, and wherein the step of designating des- 
ignates one of the plurality of Bookmarks as a currently 
active Bookmark based on at least one a current time of day, 
a current location of data processing system, or a current 
bandwidth of the data communications link between the data 
processing system and the data communications network, 

10. A method as in claim 1, wherein individual ones of the 
data communications network sites are each comprised a 
World Wide Web Server. 

11. A method for operating a World Wide Web (WWW) 
Server of a type that maintains WWW pages, at least some 
of which contain at least one Hyperlink, comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving a request for a particular Hyperlink from a data 
processing system connected to the World Wide Web; 
and 

formatting a response to the request for the particular 
Hyperlink in accordance with at least one criterion 
associated with a requestor of the Hyperlink, the cri- 
terion being specified in accordance with at least one of 
a plurality of variables associated with said data pro- 
cessing system; the at least one criterion being auto- 
matically determined by the WWW Server based on 
information encoded in the request. 

12. A method as in claim 11, wherein the step of format- 
ting is executed in response to the requestor selecting a 
multiplexed Hyperlink. 

13. A method as in claim 11, wherein the at least one 
criterion is a time of day at a location of the requestor. 

14. A method as in claim 11, wherein the at least one 
criterion is a location of the requestor. 

15. A method as in claim 11, wherein the at least one 
criterion is a bandwidth of a data communications link 
between the requestor and the data communications net- 
work. 

16. A method as in claim 11, wherein the step of receiving 
a request also includes a step of receiving information that 
is descriptive of at least one of a time of day at the requestor, 
a location of the requestor, or a bandwidth of a data 
communications link between the requestor and the data 
communications network, and wherein the step of format- 
ting the response to the request for the particular Hyperlink 
formats the response in accordance with the received infor- 
mation. 

17. A method as in claim 11 wherein the step of receiving 
a request also includes a step of receiving a network address 
of the requestor, and further comprising a step of deriving 
information from the network address that is descriptive of 
the at least one criterion. 

18. A method as in claim 11 wherein the step of receiving 
a request also includes a step of receiving a network address 
of the requestor, and further comprising steps of: 

deriving at least one of a current time of day or a current 
location of the requestor from the network address; and 
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using the derived information when formatting the being automatically determined by the data processor 

response. based on information encoded in the Request, the 

19. A data processing system, comprising: criterion being specified in accordance with at least one 
a network interface for coupling the data processing of a plurality of variables associated with the data 

system to a data communications network; 5 processing system, 

a user interface for receiving information from a user and 30. A WWW Server as in claim 29, wherein the operation 

for presenting information to the user; of the data processor is invoked m response to the requestor 

„ , i-j-.j, selecting a multiplexed Hyperlink, 

a memory for storing a plurality of Bookmarks individual 31 A Seryer as in daim 29 wherein the at least 

ones of which refer to one of a plurality of data 1Q one criterion is a ti me of day at a location 0 f the requestor, 
communications network sites, each of the plurality of 32. A WWW Server as in claim 29, wherein the at least 
data network communications network sites providing Qne Cfiterion fc a locatioQ of ^ requestor . 
a similar type of information; and 33 A ww Seryer as fa daim 29 wherein the at lm{ 
a Multiplexed Bookmark software entity for designating one criterion is a bandwidth of a data communications link 
one of the plurality of Bookmarks as a currently active 15 between the requestor and the data communications net- 
Bookmark based on at least one criterion specified in work. 

accordance with at least one of a plurality of variables 34. a WWW Server as in claim 29, wherein the Request 

associated with the data processing system. includes information that is descriptive of at least one of a 

20. A data processing system as in claim 19, wherein said time of day at the requestor, a location of the requestor, or 
Multiplexed Bookmark software entity is invoked in 20 a bandwidth of a data communications link between the 
response to the user selecting a multiplexed Bookmark that requestor and the data communications network, and 
comprises the plurality of Bookmarks. wherein data processor formats the response to the Request 

21. A data processing system as in claim 19, wherein said f or the particular Hyperlink in accordance with the received 
Multiplexed Bookmark software entity is periodically information. 

invoked during the operation of the data processing system. 25 35, a WWW Server as in claim 29, wherein the Request 

22. A data processing system as in claim 19, wherein the includes a network address of the requestor, and wherein 
at least one criterion is a time of day. sa jd d a t a processor is responsive to the received network 

23. A data processing system as in claim 19, wherein the address for deriving information from the network address 
at least one criterion is a location of the data processing that is descriptive of the at least one criterion. 

system. 30 36. A WWW Server as in claim 29, wherein the Request 

24. A data processing system as in claim 19, wherein the includes a network address of the requestor, and wherein 
at least one criterion is a bandwidth of said network inter- sa jd data processor is responsive to the received network 
f ace * address for deriving at least one of a current time of day or 

25. A data processing system as in claim 19, wherein the a curre nt location of the requestor from the network address, 
at least one criterion is expressed as meta-data. 35 an d for using the derived information when formatting the 

26. A data processing system as in claim 19, and further response. 

comprising an n-dimensional scheduler software entity that 37. a WWW Server as in claim 29, wherein the Request 

is responsive to user inputs received through said user includes a network address of an Intermediate Server that is 

interface for specifying individual ones of said Bookmarks coupled between the requestor and the WWW Server, and 

in association with said at least one criterion. 40 wherein said data processor is responsive to the received 

27. A data processing system as in claim 19, and further network address for deriving information from the network 
comprising an n-dimensional scheduler software entity that address that is descriptive of the at least one criterion. 

is responsive to user inputs received through said user 38. A method for operating a data processing system that 

interface for associating individual ones of said Bookmarks ^ coupled to a data communications network, comprising 

with at least one of a time of day, a location of the data 45 the steps of: 

processing system, or a bandwidth of said network interface, storing a plurality of Bookmarks individual ones of which 

and wherein said Multiplexed Bookmark software entity refer t0 one of a p i ura i ity 0 f data communications 

designates one of the plurality of Bookmarks as a currently network sites, each of the plurality of data network 

active Bookmark based on at least one of a current time of communications network sites providing a link having 

day, a current location of data processing system, or a 50 similar types of information; and 

current bandwidth of the network interface. designating one of the plurality of Bookmarks as a 

28 A data processing system as m claim 19, wherein currently active Bookmark based on meta-data 
indiv.dual ones of ^the = data ^commumcaUons network sites obtained from a plurality of HTML headers wherein the 
are each comprised a World Wide Web Server. ^ indicates Qne f a leve , f link rf and 

29 A World Wide Web (WWW) Server of a type that is S5 a size of a corresponding link . 

C0UP1 ™! commuD1Catl ° nS " et ?° r u that T"' 39. A method as in claim 38, wherein the meta-data also 

tains WWW pages, at least some of which contain at least indicates a time of last update of the link 

one Hyperlink, comprising: 40 A mcthod as in daim % whcrcin |hc stcp Qf dcsig _ 

a data communications network interface for receiving a nating is executed periodically. 

Request for a particular Hyperlink from a data process- 60 41. a method as in claim 38, wherein the step of desig- 

ing system connected to the World Wide Web; and nat i ng ^ executed in response to a user selecting a Multi- 

a data processor for automatically formatting a response plexed Bookmark that is comprised of the plurality of 

to the Request for the particular Hyperlink in accor- Bookmarks. 

dance with at least one criterion that is associated with 

a requestor of the Hyperlink, the at least one criterion ***** 
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